
IF I WERE YOU 
HOT QUESTIONS 

Question: The play If I Were You emphasizes the importance of wit and presence of mind in critical 
situations. Justify this statement based on the play. 
Answer: In If I Were You, Gerrard, the protagonist, demonstrates how wit and presence of mind can 
overpower physical threats. When confronted by an armed Intruder intending to kill him and steal his 
identity, Gerrard stays calm and composed. Instead of panicking, he uses his intelligence to outsmart the 
intruder. Gerrard manipulates the situation by pretending to be a criminal himself, creating confusion and 
fear in the intruder’s mind. His clever use of words and quick thinking not only disarms the intruder but also 
traps him. This highlights that mental acuity and composure can be more powerful than brute force. The 
play conveys a valuable lesson: wit and presence of mind are crucial tools for handling critical or 
dangerous situations effectively. 
Question: The play If I Were You showcases the triumph of intelligence over physical strength. Justify 
this statement based on the play. 
Answer: In If I Were You, Gerrard uses intelligence to overcome a life-threatening situation posed by an 
intruder. The intruder, armed and confident in his physical advantage, plans to murder Gerrard and assume 
his identity. However, Gerrard’s sharp intellect and calm demeanour turn the situation in his favour. By 
pretending to be a wanted criminal, Gerrard confuses and intimidates the intruder, gaining the upper hand. 
He cleverly manipulates the situation and traps the intruder without resorting to violence. This 
demonstrates that intelligence, quick thinking, and psychological strategies can defeat physical threats, 
emphasizing the power of the mind over brute force. 

SHORT QUESTIONS 
Question 1: How does Gerrard first respond to the intruder’s sudden arrival? 
Answer: Gerrard remains calm and composed when the intruder arrives. Instead of panicking, he engages 
the intruder in conversation, maintaining his wit and observing the situation to find an opportunity to 
outsmart him. 
Question 2: What does the intruder want from Gerrard? 
Answer: The intruder wants to kill Gerrard and assume his identity. He plans to live as Gerrard because he 
is on the run from the law and believes Gerrard lives an isolated life, making it easier to impersonate him. 
Question 3: How does Gerrard confuse the intruder during their interaction? 
Answer: Gerrard pretends to be a criminal himself, claiming that he is also on the run from the law. This 
tactic confuses the intruder and creates doubt and fear, giving Gerrard an advantage. 
Question 4: What does Gerrard’s reaction to the intruder reveal about his character? 
Answer: Gerrard’s reaction reveals his intelligence, composure, and ability to think on his feet. His calm 
demeanour and quick wit help him turn the situation in his favour without succumbing to fear. 
Question 5: Why does the intruder believe Gerrard’s life would be easy to impersonate? 
Answer: The intruder believes Gerrard’s life would be easy to impersonate because Gerrard lives in an 
isolated area, has no visitors, and seems to have a routine that is simple to copy, making it easier to avoid 
detection. 
Question 6: How does Gerrard ultimately trap the intruder? 
Answer: Gerrard cleverly distracts the intruder with conversation, then seizes the opportunity to disarm 
and lock him inside a cupboard. This quick action ensures his safety and traps the intruder. 



Question 7: What does the play suggest about the importance of wit in dangerous situations? 
Answer: The play highlights that wit and intelligence are more effective than physical strength in dangerous 
situations. Gerrard’s quick thinking allows him to outsmart and subdue the intruder without violence. 
Question 8: Why does Gerrard claim he is a criminal? 
Answer: Gerrard claims he is a criminal to confuse and intimidate the intruder. By doing so, he creates fear 
and uncertainty in the intruder’s mind, giving himself a psychological advantage. 
Question 9: What does the intruder’s failure teach about overconfidence? 
Answer: The intruder’s failure shows that overconfidence can lead to mistakes. He underestimates 
Gerrard’s intelligence, assuming he can easily overpower him, which ultimately leads to his downfall. 
Question 10: How does the title If I Were You relate to the theme of the play? 
Answer: The title reflects the intruder’s plan to take Gerrard’s identity, as well as Gerrard’s clever reversal 
of the situation. It underscores the theme of identity and deception central to the play’s plot.  
 
 
 
 
 


